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Abstract of EP1 122559 

There is provided a light-collective film in which 
the light incident from various directions is 
condensed in a regular direction and 
simultaneously, with a single light-collective film. 
The light-collective film is comprised of a film 
base portion 8a and a prism portion 8b. The 
prism portion is formed of a regular triangular 
pyramid which Is arranged in series on the film 
base portion and has a vertical angle of 102 DEG 
&tilde& 116 DEG . 
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(54) Light-collective film 

(57) There is provided a light-collective film in which 
the tight incident from various directions is condensed 
in a regular direction and simultaneously, with a single 
light-collective film. The light-collective film is comprised 



of a film base portion 8a and a prism portion 8b. The 
prism portion is formed of a regular triangular pyramid 
which is arranged in series on the film base portion and 
has a vertical angle of 102** - 116**. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present Invention relates to a light-collec- 
tive film which can condense ennergent light when light 
incident from various directions onto one side thereof 
emerges from the other side thereof. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

[0002] Generally, a light-collective film of a resin is 
used as a iight-collectlve plate of a backlight of a liquid 
crystal display. 

[0003] Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a unit 6 of a 

liquid crystal display. A light guide plate 3 for extending 
light in plane is disposed between two backlights 2, 2. 
A diffusing film 4 is disposed on the light guide plate 3. 
The diffusing film 4 diffuses the light from the light guide 
plate 3 in all directions. Two light-collective films 1 are 
mounted on the diffusing film 4, and a liquid crystal panel 
5 is further mounted thereon. 

[0004] In the unit 6 of the liquid crystal display, the 
more light from the backlight 2 is incident in a normal 
direction of the liquid crystal panel 5, the clearer a bright- 
ness of the liquid crystal display is. That is, the bright- 
ness of the liquid crystal display is determined by a light 
intensity from the backlight 2. However, in order to in- 
crease a light amount from the back light 2, power con- 
sumption for a light source should be increased. This 
leads to enlargement in the size of a power sou rce there- 
of. In this case, a manufacturing coat is increased, and 
at the same time, the size of the unit 6 of the liquid crystal 
display is also increased. 

[0005] Therefore, although the light amount generat- 
ed from the backlight 2 Is fixed, the light-collective film 
1 is used for condensing the light generated from the 
backlight 2 so that a large amount of light is incident in 
a normal direction of the liquid crystal panel 5, whereby 
most of the light, which is directed to other directions, Is 
condensed at a front face of the light-collective film 1 . 
Further, since a user typically sees the liquid crystal dis- 
play in the front side thereof, if the amount of light to be 
diffused at both sides is reduced and the amount of light 
to be directed to the front side is increased, the user can 
see the liquid crystal display more clearly. 
[0006] As shown in Figs. 9 and 1 0, the light-collective 
film 1 is comprised of a flat film base portion 1a and a 
prism portion 1 b in which a plurality of triangular prisms 
7 are continuously arranged side by side in a X direction 
on the film base portion 1 a. 

[0007] The light-collective film 1 serves to condense 
and output the light A, B incident onto the film base por- 
tion 1a. This function of the film base portion 1a will be 
briefly described. Here, the expression "light-collective" 
means that the light incident in various directions is ar- 
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ranged and output in a certain direction. For example, 
as shown in Fig. 9, the light A, B Incident at an Incident 
angle a1 , ot2 onto the light-collective film 1 Is almost ar- 
ranged in one direction, when emerging as emergent 
5 light A', B'. Particularly, in here, the "light-collective" 
means that the light, which is laterally incident at a large 
incident angle onto the light-collective film 1 , emerges 
in a linear direction L. 

[0008] The prism portion 1 b of the light-collective film 
10 1, as shown in Fig. 10, is fomned with the plurality of 
triangular prisms arranged in series. To this end, an 
emergent surface, from which the light incident onto the 
flat film base portion la emerges, is a series of inclined 
faces comprised of the sides of the prism portion lb of 
IS the light-collective film 1 . Therefore, the emergent light 
from the sides of the prism portion 1 b of the light-collec- 
tive film 1 has a different direction from that of the inci- 
dent light on the film base portion la. The direction of 
the emergent light is changed in accordance with a re- 
fractive surface, which is the side 7a, 7b of the prism 
portion 1 a, as well as an incident angle of the light. 
[0009] Meanwhile, since the triangular prism 7 of the 
light-collective film 1 is arranged in parallel with y-axis, 
the light parallel with the y-axis cannot be condensed. 
Therefore, the two light-collective films 1 are respective- 
ly stacked In the x and y-axial direction so that the trian- 
gular prisms 7 of each light-collective film 1 are orthog- 
onal to each other. 

[0010] In the conventional light-collective film 1, as 
described above, the light incident in the x and y-axial 
directions cannot be condensed with a single light-col- 
lective film 1. To this end, two light-collective films are 
employed. Therefore, a thickness of the light-collective 
film Is Increased and thus an entire thickness of the unit 
6 of the liquid crystal display is increased. 

SUMiMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0011] Accordingly, It is an object of the present in- 
vention to provide a light-collective film in which the light 
incident from various directions is condensed In a reg- 
ular direction and simultaneously, with a single light-col- 
lective film. 

[0012] In order to accomplish above objects, the 
present Invention provides a light-collective film com- 
prising a film base portion of a transparent resin and a 
regular triangular pyramid which is arranged in series 
on the film base portion and has a vertical angle of 1 02** 
- 116*. 

[0013] Preferably, the regular triangular pyramid has 
a bottom side of 1 0|xm - 50|j.m. 
[001 4] Further, the light-collective film is formed of the 
transparent resin having a refractive index of 1 .52 - 1 .62 
and the vertical angle of the regular triangular pyramid 
is in an extent of 102» - US'*. 

[0015] Further, the light-collective film is formed of the 

transparent resin having a refractive index of 1 .45 - 1 .52 
and the vertical angle of the regular triangular pyramid 
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is in an extent of 1 05« - 116'. 

[0016] Polycarbonate, acryl. PET and so forth are 

used as the transparent resin. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0017] 

Fig. 1 Is a cross-sectional view of a tight-collective 

film according to an embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a partially enlarged view a prism portion of 
the light-collective film according to the embodi- 
ment of the present invention; 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of the light-collective film ac- 
cording to the embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 4 is a graph showing a result of simulation of 
the light-collective film of a polycarbonate material; 
Fig. 5 is a graph showing a result of simulation of 
the light-collective film of an acrylic material; 
Fig. 6 is a view showing a mechanism of a recurrent 
reflection; 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the prism portion using a 
quadrangular pyramid; 

Fig. 8 is a cross -sectional view of a conventional 
unit of a liquid crystal display; 
Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional view of a conventional 
light-collective film; and 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the conventional 
light-collective film. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[001 8] The objects, characteristics and advantages of 
the above-described invention will become more appar- 
ent by describing the preferred embodiments thereof 
with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
[0019] Figs. 1 to 3 show a light-collective film 8 ac- 
cording to an embodiment of the present invention. 
[0020] The light-collective film 8 is made of a trans- 
parent material and includes a flat film base portion 8a 
and a prism portion 8b. 

[0021] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the light-collective 
film 8 is provided with a plurality of regular triangular pyr- 
amids arranged In series. If the regular triangular pyra- 
mids are arranged in series, as shown in Fig. 2, the reg- 
ular triangular pyramids 9 are line-symmetric with re- 
spect to a side contacted with an adjacent regular trian- 
gular pyramid 9. As the result, the prism portion 8b is 
formed by repeatedly arranging side surfaces 9a, 9b, 9c 
of one regular triangular pyramid 9 and sides surfaces 
9a', 9b\ 9c' of other regular triangular pyramid 9 rotated 
at 180*. 

[0022] And, the light A incident at an Incident angle a 
onto the film base portion 8a is refracted on the side 
surfaces 9a, 9b, 9c, 9a\ 9b'. 9c' of the regular triangular 
pyramid 9 and emerges as an emergent light A' having 



an emergent angle p (referring to Fig. 1). At this time, 
the emergent angle p is based on a linear line L orthog- 
onal to the film base portion 8a. 

[0023] If it is possible that the emergent angle p can 
5 be reduced to be near to zero degree, a light-condens- 
ing rate can be more increased. 
[0024] Therefore, in order to Increase the light-con- 
densing rate of the light-collective film 8, a vertical angle 
6 of the regular triangular pyramid 9 of the prism portion 
10 9b was determined by a simulation, 

[0025] In the light-collective film 8 in which the regular 
triangular pyramids 9 are arranged side by side, if the 
vertical angle 8 is 90'', it is known that the light reflected 
to the three side surfaces of the regular triangular pyra- 
is mid 9 Is recurrent-reflected. The "recurrent reflection" 
means that a reflected light returns to a light source of 
an incident light. 

[0026] Referring to Fig. 6, the mechanism of the re- 
current reflection will be briefly described below. 

20 [0027] In Fig. 6, x. y and z-axes are corresponded to 
ridgelines of the regular triangular pyramid 9. Therefore, 
a zero point In Figure is an apex of the regular triangular 
pyramid 9, and xy, yz and zx-planes are corresponded 
to each side surface of the regular triangular pyramid 9. 

25 [0028] Assuming that an incident light to be reflected 
on a first zx-plane is represented as a vector C1(X, Y, 
2). a reflected light thereof is a vectorC2(X, -Y, Z). If the 
02 (X, -Y, Z) is reflected on a second xy-plane, the next 
reflected light is a vector C3(X, -Y, -Z). Then, if the C3 

30 (X, -Y, -Z) is reflected on a third yz-plane, the next re- 
flected light Is vector C4(-X, -Y, -Z). That is, the reflected 
light C4 is the same as the incident light 04 which is 
vectorially reversed at 180". 

[0029] As described above, if the vertical angle of the 

35 regular triangular pyramid is 90*, the recurrent reflection 
is occurred. Therefore, it is supposed that the light 
amount emerging from each side surface of the regular 
triangular pyramid is reduced. Accordingly, the vertical 
angle G was properly determined to other value except 

40 for the 90". 

[0030] A simulation estimated a direction where the 
light incident onto a light-collective film 9 of a polycar- 
bonate material having a refractive index of 1.586 
emerged. The simulation considered a case that the in- 

45 cident light from a bottom face of the regular triangular 
pyramid 9 was incident onto one of the three side sur- 
faces (9a, 9b, 9c) and then reflected or emerged to the 
outside of the film, but not a case that the incident light 
within the light-collective film 8 was repeatedly reflected 

50 betweentheplurality of side surfaces. At this time, it was 
supposed that the incident light amount was constant 
regardless of the incident angle. 
[0031] Fig. 4 is a graph showing a relationship be- 
tween the vertical angle 6 of the triangular pyramid 9 

55 and an average emergent angle of the light emergent 
from the side surface. 

[0032] As shown in Fig. 4, the light-collective film of 
the polycarbonate material has a small average emer- 
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gent angle in the extent of the vertical angle 6 of the 
triangular pyramid 9 of 102' - 115**. It shows that the 
emergent light amount toward a front face of the liquid 
crystal panel is increased when the light-collective film 
of the polycarbonate material is applied to the unit of the 
liquid crystal display. Therefore, the proper vertical an- 
gle 6 for Improving the light-condensing rate is In the 
extent of 102*» ~ 115«. 

[0033] Further, Fig. 5 shows a graph showing a result 
of simulation of the light-collective film of an acrylic ma- 
terial having a refractive index of 1.49. 
[0034] In case of the light-collective film of an acrylic 
material, It Is preferable that the vertical angle 6 of the 
triangular pyramid 9 Is In the extent of 105^ - 116**, as 
shown in Fig. 5. 

[0035] Preferably, the regular triangular pyramid 9 
has a bottom side of 1 0p.m ~ 50nm. 
[0036] In case that the size of the bottom side of the 
regular triangular pyramid 9 is larger than 50p.m, the 
light-collective film is thickened as well as the number 
of side surfaces as a refractive surface is reduced. In 
addition, if there is a defect in the regular triangular pyr- 
amid 9, the light-collective film is seriously affected with 
the defect. 

[0037] Meanwhile, in case that the size of the bottom 
side of the regular triangular pyramid 9 is less than 
10]xm, it is supposed that the light-collective film is af- 
fected by an interference with a wavelength of the light. 
Therefore, it is not expected to obtain a desired light- 
condensing effect. 

[0038] As described In the above embodiment, the 

light-collective film 8 having the plurality of the regular 
triangular pyramid 9 arranged side by side can con- 
dense the light from all directions with only a single 
sheet. Therefore, since the regular triangular pyramid 9 
has a thinner thickness than the conventional regular 
triangular pyramid which needs two films, an entire 
thickness of the regular triangular pyramid 9 is reduced. 
[0039] Moreover, if the vertical angle 0 of the triangu- 
lar pyramid 9 is properly selected, the light-condensing 
rate is also increased. Therefore, the brightness of the 
liquid crystal display is clearer without an increase in the 
light amount of the backlight 2 of the unit of the liquid 
crystal display. 

[0040] In addition, since it does not need to Increase 
the power source for the backlight, the manufacturing 
cost is reduced and thus the entire size of the liquid crys- 
tal display is minimized. 

[0041] According to the present invention, a quadran- 
gular pyramid may be applied to the light-collective film 
8 Instead of the regular triangular pyramid. However, a 
light-condensing rate by using the quadrangular pyra- 
mid Is not compared with the above embodiment in this 
specification. 

[0042] In case of the quadrangular pyramid, as shown 
in Fig. 7, there are provided fourside surfaces (1 Oa, 1 0b, 
10c, lOd,) which are repeatedly arranged side by side. 
Therefore, the incident light is condensed by the four 



6 

side surfaces of the quadrangular pyramid, which are 
respectively arranged at each different angle. 
[0043] Meanwhile, in the above embodiment of Fig. 
3, there are provided 6 side surfaces (9a, 9b, 9c. 9a', 
5 9b', 9c') of the regular triangular pyramid, which are con- 
tinuously arranged at each different angle. Therefore, 
the regular triangular pyramid 9 can condense the inci- 
dent light at more various angles than the quadrangular 
pyramid. 

10 [0044] Further, In the case of using the conventional 
two light-collective films 1 in which the triangular prisms 
7 on each film are arranged to be orthogonal to each 
other and the quadrangular pyramid 10 in Fig. 7, since 
a line on the light-collective film is orthogonal to a line 

15 of the liquid crystal and the two lines are overlapped 
each other, there is a problem that moire may be oc- 
curred. However, In the light-collective film according to 
present invention, the line on the light-collective film is 
not orthogonal to a line of the liquid crystal and thus the 

20 two lines are not overtapped each other. Therefore, the 
moire is never occurred. 

[0045] According to the present invention, the light in- 
cident from various directions can be condensed in one 
direction having a small emergent angle. Further, since 

25 a single sheet of the light-collective film is used, the 
thickness of the unit can be reduced. 
[0046] And, if the light-collective film according to the 
present invention is used for the unit of the liquid crystal 
film, the size of the power source for the backlight can 

30 be also reduced. Therefore, the manufacturing cost and 
the entire size of the unit of the liquid crystal film can be 
reduced. Further, there is no anxious that the line of the 
light-collective film is overlapped with the line of the liq- 
uid crystal and thus the moire Is occurred. 

35 [0047] Although the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention have been disclosed for illustrative 
purposes, those skilled in the art will appreciate that var- 
ious modifications, additions and substitutions are pos- 
sible. 

40 

Claims 

1. A light-collective film (8), comprising: 

45 

a film base portion (8a) of a transparent resin; 
and 

a regular triangular pyramid (8b) which Is ar- 
ranged in series on the film base portion (8a) 
50 and has a vertical angle of 1 02* - 1 1 6*. 

2. The film of Claim 1 , wherein the regular triangular 
pyramid (9) has a bottom side of 10p.m ~ 50^un. 

55 3. The film of Claim 1 or 2, wherein the light-collective 

film (8) is formed of the transparent resin having a 
refractive index of 1 .52 - 1 .62 and the vertical angle 
of the regular triangular pyramid (8b) is in an extent 
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of 102**~115». 

The film of Claim 1 or 2, wherein the light-collective 
film (8) is formed of the transparent resin having a 
refractive index of 1 .45 - 1 .52 and the vertical angle 5 
of the regular triangular pyramid (8b) is in an extent 
of lOS^-- 116». 
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FIG. 5 
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